Increasing the number of photorefractive keratectomy procedures from a single excimer laser gas fill.
Excimer laser ablative procedures are an expensive proposition for both the patient and the user. The high capital expenditure and the cost of consumables, notably the argon-fluoride gas, makes it imperative to achieve maximum utilization in terms of number of cases treated per fill of gas. This is particularly true in countries like India. The maximum number of cases can be treated by understanding not only the limitations of each fill of gas, but by proper patient scheduling and modifications to the treatment protocol. This paper outlines our modified protocol and the patient scheduling software that we developed to meet these criteria.